Economics: 2016-2017
Classroom Background & Procedures
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Teacher: Mr. McGraw







Room #128: 4th Hour Prep
Contact Info: 
mike.mcgraw@clawsonschools.org
   
Course Description:  This one-semester required course builds economic understanding in students. The overarching problem of scarcity, unlimited human wants pursuing limited resources, is a focal point of the course. Students deepen their prior knowledge of basic economic concepts and apply them to national and international economic systems and problems as a whole. In addition to their study of macroeconomics, students study how interactions of buyers and sellers. Students use their economic knowledge to make informed decisions as consumers and to participate as citizens in deciding matters of economic policy. This course is designed to develop students' global perspective in an economically interdependent world.
Textbook:  Economics Principles in Action, Prentice Hall. Various other sources will also be used. A classroom set of textbooks will be maintained in the room. Students may check out a textbook if the resource is needed at home.
Grading Scale:

Grades will be determined based on two categories of work.  Those categories and their percentile weight are as follows:

Assessment-80% of the overall grade in a marking period.  Items that are considered an assessment of content will be determined by the instructor.

Assignments-20% of the overall grade in a marking period.  Items that are considered assignments are: Activities, Practice Work, and Practice Quizzes.  

The overall grade will be determined by the percentage grading scale established by the high school.
Assignments & Tests:

It is the responsibility of the student to see the teacher about making up any work missed due to absences. All work that is assigned as classwork or homework must be completed. 

There will always be advanced notice for tests as well as review options to prepare students for the assessment. Students should do their best to make it to class on test day. If a student is absent for a test it is their responsibility to make arrangements with the teacher for an alternative time to take the test they missed.

Late assignments will result in a deduction of points or be made up upon student completing additional requirements (as set by the teacher). 

Class Supplies:  Students should have school supplies that will allow success for the entire school year. Please take this into consideration when making school supply purchases. Recommended class supplies 
include: spiral notebook(s), pens or pencils, highlighters, and 3x5 notecards.
Classroom Environment:
Mutual Respect: Respect between the teacher and student is crucial.  Respect must also be given to fellow students and all ideas that will be brought up and explored during each period.

Participation: The dissemination, sharing, and meaningful discussion of any and all appropriate/relevant ideas is of paramount importance in this classroom. Student must be active learners. This requires each student to take notes, turn in homework, and be an active participant in classroom discussions and activities, which requires each student to listen as well as talk and participate in class-centered activities.

Attendance: Not only is your physical presence required but you also must be mentally engaged in the class, which is to say that you must be attentive.  There will be meaningful and interesting instruction for each day; the lessons that have been planned will be most effective when all students are present.  Please refer to the CHS Attendance Policy for procedures related to excessive absences and tardies. 


6 absences/10 tardies


8 absences/15 tardies


10 absences/20 tardies

· Student Incentive for 0 absences and 0 tardies will be  a 3.5% grade increase at semester

· Incentive for two (2) or fewer absences AND one (1) or fewer tardies will be a ⅓ grade increase at semester (D- will be D; D will be a D+; D+ will be a C-; C- will be a C; C will be a C+, etc.)

Electronic Devices Note: Electronic devices must be put AWAY during the class period. Violations will be dealt with by the instructor according to the CHS Cell Phone Policy. Other use of electronic devices is at the discretion of the instructor.

Student Hall Passes:  Students hall passes will be given at the discretion of the instructor. Students must follow the pass procedure.  
Disciplinary Action:
Inappropriate behavior is unacceptable and violates the mutual respect rule that our class is based on.  Inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated and students should avoid carrying out actions that may be construed as inappropriate.  Ultimate authority on disciplinary matters lies in the discretionary powers of the teacher and school administration.  A transgression of any one of the classroom rules will result in disciplinary action against the transgressor.  
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